
Adequate Yearly Progress (AYP) 
(Federally Mandated) 

 
 The Federal No Child Left Behind (NCLB) Act of 2001 requires annual testing to measure student progress in 

reading and mathematics. 

 NCLB requires schools, school divisions, and states to meet annual measurable objectives (AMO) in order to 

make AYP.  For SY 2011-2012 (based on SY 2010-2011 data), the AMOs are as follows: 

o Participation Rate in Reading & Math Standards of Learning (SOL) Assessments—95% 

o Performance in Reading SOL Assessments—86% 

o Performance in Mathematics SOL Assessments—>85% 

o Other Academic Indicator (OAI) 

 Elementary/Middle Schools can choose History, Science, Writing, or Attendance 

 Performance on History, Science, and Writing SOL Assessment—70% 

 Attendance—94% 

 High Schools—Graduation Rate—80% 

 Schools, school divisions, and the commonwealth must meet 29 benchmarks in order to make AYP.  Missing a 

single benchmark may result in an otherwise high-achieving school or school division not making AYP.  The 29 

benchmarks are delineated as follows: 

o 14 in Reading & Mathematics Participation 

o 14 in Reading & Mathematics Performance 

o 1 in OAI 

 A school can make Safe Harbor by reducing its failure rate by at least 10% in reading and math.   

 Students who transfer into a school after September 30 are not counted in that school’s AYP data if they fail the 

SOL assessment.  A student who transfers into the division after September 30 is not counted in the division’s 

AYP data if they fail the SOL assessment. 

 NCLB looks at different subgroups: 

o Total Students 

o Major Racial/Ethnic Groups 

 African-American 

 Hispanic 

 White 

o LEP Students 

o Economically Disadvantaged Students 

o Students With Disabilities 

 A subgroup must have at least 50 students in order to be counted in AYP.  Otherwise, it is considered too small 

(TS).  Scores are not reported for subgroups with fewer than 10 students. 

 NCLB now takes into account students who retake and pass the SOL at the high-school level.  Students who 

retake and fail the SOL assessment are not counted in the calculation. 

 Schools that do not make AYP in the same subject area for two or more years in a row are considered in school 

improvement.   

o Non-Title I schools are not subject to sanctions under NCLB.  However, Non-Title I schools that do not 

make AYP for three or more consecutive years must continue to analyze data and implement corrective 

actions as specified by the school division. 

o Title I schools are subject to sanctions: 

 Title I Year-One Improvement 

 Develop a Two-Year School Improvement Plan 

 Offer School choice 

 Title I Year-Two Improvement 

 Same as Above + Offer Supplemental Educational Services 

 Title I Year-Three Improvement 

 Same as Above + Corrective Actions* 

 Title I Year-Four Improvement 

 Same as Above + School Restructuring Plans** 

 
*Choice of 1--Replace school staff deemed relevant to the failure to make AYP; Implement a new curriculum; Decrease authority of school-level 

management; Appoint an outside expert to advise the school on the implementation plan developed in Year One; Extend the school year or school 

day; or Restructure the internal organization of the school 

**Choice of 1—Reopening the school as a charter school; Replacing school staff relevant to the school’s failure to make progress; or Turning the 

management of the school over to a private educational management company with a demonstrated record of effectiveness 


